EXERCISES
RIDERS TO THE SEA
1.  Explain the difference between (a) the theme, (b} the story,
of this play.
2.  Suggest any poems, novels, or pictures which deal with
the same theme.
3.  Compare the philosophy (or attitude to life) of Maurya
with that of Mary Stewart in " Campbell of Kilmhor."   (The
i final speeches should be studied with particular care.)
,   4. What is the outstanding difference between a great tragedy
and a Grand Guignol horror ?
5.  Say why " Riders to the Sea " is considered great and not
merely clever.
6.  Mr Frank Vernon asserts that " Riders to the Sea " is a
local play which is universal.   Discuss the significance of this
temark.
7.  Read Synge's other plays.
WATERLOO
i    x- Suggest why modern dramatists usually avoid soliloquy.
When do you, think it may be permissible ?
i    2. Rewrite the opening scene of " Waterloo " in the form of
: a dialogue between Norah and Sergeant McDonald.
'    3. What are the main ideas that obsess the mind of Corporal
Brewster ?   What is the dramatist's reason for making the old
; man repeat himself so often ?
i    4. Say whether you consider this play to be comedy or
tragedy.  Give reasons for your opinion.
5. Study the description of the death of Colonel Newcome
b The Newomes, by Thackeray, or of Ase, in Peer Gynt, by Ibsen.
'    6. Read " The Great Shadow/9 by Sir Arthur Conan Doyle,
and the Waterloo chapters of Les Misfrabks (Victor Hugo).
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